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To our teachers, social workers, and other leaders who guide with courage and conviction, 
To our young people in such a time as this ...

This is for you.
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BEYOND THE SYLLABUS
11TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS, MONDAY

Constitutional law. Why’re we 
talking about 

this?

Great question,  
Marjana!

The 2024 election  
is important but,

what we’ve seen in the past year—
court battles, protests, new laws—

reminds us that elections don’t  
exist in a vacuum. 

Shouldn’t we be 
discussing the 
2024 election?

Class, today we’re going to 
take a slight detour from our 
usual syllabus and talk about 

something essential—
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the 1860s were a time
of national division,

states’ rights debates, 
and questions about

citizenship.  
Sound familiar?

Yeah, kinda like today. 
There’s a lot of division

 over immigration,  
voting rights, and who  
gets to be “American”.

Precisely, 
Ashager!

And that’s why  
we’re also looking at  

a Supreme Court case 
that connects history

 to the present:  
Jae Lee v. United 

States (2017)

They’re shaped by the  
Constitution and how it  
has been interpreted  
throughout history.  
For example, look at  
the Civil War era—

Wait… 

... What does 
that case have
to do with us?

Well Yumi, 
It’s a case about

immigration, justice,
and inaccurate  
legal advice.

So … If someone 
in this class— 

or their family— 
has immigration 

concerns, knowing
cases like this 

could help them?

That’s the power 
of understanding  

constitutional law, Maria. 
Whether it’s  

immigration, free speech, 
or voting rights, 

knowing how the law 
works can help you  
protect yourselves  

and others. 

What it means to be
American has been
defined by a series

of laws based on the
Constitution.

Jae Lee, a legal immigrant,
pled guilty to a crime without
realizing it meant automatic

deportation back to  
South Korea. 

The Supreme  
Court ruled on whether  
his lawyer’s poor advice  

violated his rights.

The Constitution isn’t
just a part of history—

it’s shaping what is
happening right now.
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JHS HALLWAYS, AFTER CLASS

I totally bombed the 
discussion today. 
I’m worried about 

my class participation
grade. 

Wait ... 
you don’t talk

about the news
at home?

Not really. 
My parents don’t follow

American politics. 
They say it doesn’t 

concern us. 

SIGH.

What’s 
wrong?

Everyone else just ...
gets politics. Their

families talk about it 
at dinner, y’know?

It makes 
Social Studies
feel so distant.

Hmm .. what about 
the part where we

talked about 
Jae Lee? In what

way?

Think about it—
Jae Lee was a Korean

immigrant who thought
he was safe ...

... but because of 
a bad lawyer, 

he almost got deported.  
If he knew more about 
the law, this situation 
could’ve been avoided.

Yeah, actually I’m surprised
there was a Korean immigrant

involved in a Supreme Court case.
Kinda spaced out as usual

when he was talking about it.

Right? I liked how Mr. K  
said knowing how the law works
can help you protect yourself
and others ... the connection 

is so clear. 

I’ll make sure I’m wide
awake tomorrow,

and I think I know how
I can handle the class

discussion now ... 

I thought that
you would especially
 connect with that.

I got this.
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You know, Mr. K is right. 
The Constitution 

really is shaping what’s 
happening right now.

Yeah ...
It’s people’s lives.

IN THE RESTROOM
JHS GIRLS’ RESTROOM, TUESDAY

... Maria? Brittany?
What’s going on?

ICE stopped
her family
last night.

OMG ...
Are they okay? They let us go, but…  

it was so terrifying. 
Like—what if they

didn’t?
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ASHAGER’S SUGGESTION 
LATER THAT DAY

I was just walking
home with my parents

yesterday.That’s
when a van pulled up. 

They asked for papers, but my
parents ... don’t have any. 

Thankfully we had the “Know Your
Rights” card since I told them
to carry since last week and we

showed it to them—

I thought… 
I thought that

was it but ...

That’s awful… 
I can’t even imagine.

Maria, I think ... talk to our
school counselor about this. 

She might know what you can
do, or at least help you  

feel safer. 

I don’t know. 
What if she

tells someone?

She won’t, trust me. 
We can literally go
with you if it helps.

We’ll all go. 
You don’t have to 

do this alone.

Yes!

Like how social workers  
did for my family a couple of 

years ago.
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Well ...
If you guys say so. 

But before that, can
we practice one of the 
songs for our Senior

Chorus concert tonight? 
We’re already here and 
um, I think it’ll help me

calm down too ...

Do you feel like you’ll
be okay, Maria?

Honestly, I’m not sure.
But I think this might

help me, I’ll decide 
after I talk to
the counselor.

I’m pretty sure my
parents won’t come,

though ...

We can walk home with
you if you decide to stay.

Let’s do that. 
No bailing out guys!

yep!
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CRISIS & ABSENCE
SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS, THURSDAY

Ms. Brittany  
Myers? 

You seem 
distracted.

What if ICE
took her?

Where are you
Maria?

CRISIS & ABSENCE 
SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS, THURSDAY



18 19

FAMILY CONFLICT 
BRITTANY’S HOUSE, LATER THAT DAY

Maria and her
parents were just 
walking home, and 
ICE stopped her. 
She was crying 

in school.

If she’s 
undocumented, 
that’s the risk.

She’s been here
since she was five 

Brandon!

Laws exist  
for a reason.

A wise and famous
man on Twitter said 

something like “you’re
not a real country 

unless you can control
your borders.” 

Oh yeah?  
Well what about that poem
we saw just a few days ago
 written on the bottom of  
the Statue of Liberty? 

Glad you mention it—
another wise man made it

better by adding that it’s for
those who are standing on
their own two feet and not

being a public charge.

You sound like a
Twitter bro.

Well, 
I get how the
world works. 

You know, 
the one that goes like 
“Give me your hungry,

your tired-
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Wow. A club. 
So revolutionary.

[Smirks]

Well FYI Brandon, the “Woke Left”
has a history that includes  

everyone. You probably don’t even
know that “woke” comes from  

a youth group called the  
Wide Awakes.

One day, I’ll be a billionaire,
 a “broligarch,” if you will.
You know Brit, you should  
focus on money, not the  
Woke Left nonsense. 

From our first Republican  
president Lincoln’s time at that.
Things weren’t always this black
and white. They even opposed

slavery. 

Also, reality check:  
dad is ICE.  

Are you saying dad  
is wrong?

I’m gonna start a club
like them to awaken

everyone to this.

THE GIRLS’ GROUPCHAT UPDATE
MARIA’S PHONE
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REALIZATION
CALL WITH THERAPIST, THE NEXT DAY

My dad’s ICE, 
my brother’s obsessed
with mass deportation…
and my best friend is

undocumented. 
I feel so guilty.

There’s a lot there.
What part do you feel

the most guilt for?

After texting you
I just walked out
of class. I felt so 

hopeless. 

Well, I’m mostly
really sorry for my 

friend ...  and so
many other people

in her shoes. 
And that I can’t
stop my family. 

It sounds like you
are talking about
some things that
are out of your

control. 

I hadn’t really thought
about it that way. 

I guess I can’t control
the government or how

it treats the people.

...  and there will
always be differences. 

Maybe that
means I’m

doing something 
wrong.

Are there things
here that are in your

control, Brittany?

Ofcourse! 
And since this was a crisis

session, I can work with your
school counselor to make sure

you won’t get penalized 
for today. 

Thanks Ms. T.

You’re right. Sometimes, 
 I should take a step back and

be a support instead ...  
I was thinking about starting 

a support group or a club.

This really helped
me get a perspective

of things.

You did great by 
reaching out when

you needed to, 
Brittany.
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AWAKENING & ACTION
JHS COURTYARD, MONDAY MORNING

Where were you last
week Maria?  

We were so worried. I couldn’t sleep at all
the last few nights. 
I kept seeing the 
faces of the ICE

 officers whenever 
I closed my eyes ... 
It felt like I was 

paralyzed.

Hey guys!

The school counselor told
me that can be a trauma
response. Between fight,

flight, and freeze, it seems 
I tend to freeze.

Like, a lot.

But as Mr. K said, you 
can’t do everything
based on what you 

heard at home. I finally
convinced them that 

I know what to say and
how to handle things. 

Turns out, my parents 
‘freeze’ even more 

than me. They weren’t 
happy that I stayed 
after-school for the 

concert and then didn’t 
want me to come to

school at all. 

My therapist actually said  
something similar, I feel like I tend

to go between fight and flight mode. 
I always want to do 

something but I know I need to 
reel it in sometimes ... to give other

people space and opportunity. 

And to be honest, when
I left early that day

I think I was a little bit 
in flight mode. 

Especially as a white
person with all the 
privilege I have.

Another thing I learned, though,
is to have more compassion 

for myself.  My therapist wrote  
a note for me and stuff.  

It’s great they can do that.

But with all that said ...  
I kept thinking about

something.
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Did y’all know that “woke”used
to mean fighting for justice?

There was a youth group
in the 1800s called 
the Wide Awakes.

Wouldn’t it be cool
if we had a modern day 

Wide Awakes?

 They opposed slavery
and promoted 
fair elections. 

Wow, 
that’s actually
pretty neat?

They were actually 
Republican under our

first Republican 
president – Lincoln!

No, exactly!!!

That’s the 
spirit guys! 

Love the ideas.

That’s a great idea! I think I  have
a lot to add from my experiences, too.

It reminds me of some of the work 
that people who led the Know

Your Rights Workshops were doing. 

We can even share some of the 
“Know Your Rights” cards that they 

providein multiple languages!

Actually this can help us find
out about each other, to see all

the ways we are connected to our
American identity.  

Finding parallels like how as an 
Ethiopian Jew, our field trip to 
the Statue of Liberty had me

thinking about being 
both Jewish and black.

The broken shackles at  
her feet celebrate the
end of slavery, while the
plaque by Jewish poet

Emma Lazarus showcases
what Liberty’s

welcome means.
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Yes ma’am!

Wait, we can do
awareness campaigns

and make support
networks for

undocumented  
students too!

Why not we host
some here?

While we’re at it, let’s
host friendly debates and mock 
elections to get ready for when 

we’re able to actually vote ...

Also, let’s make memes that
teach people something ...
make them go viral. Like,  

we need to lock in.  
We are Wide Awake! 

Brittany, you’re in charge
of the corny slogans!

Yooo!
You guys, 

I couldn’t have 
gotten through

this without 
you all.

Same here. 
I’m super thankful
for y’all, you know.

Oh right, guys ...
 the counselor asked me to check in,

so I’ll tell her about all this. 

See you Maria! 
Let’s all be 

Wide Awake
for class~

You bet I will be.  
Ha ha!

Let’s continue with this
idea for reals and see

where we can go.

I’ll see you guys in social
studies class later !

Well,
I’m wide awake

right now.
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Hey! 
Be sure to check out 
our very own Know 
Your Rights card. 

Let’s all be informed!

For your ease, here is the
Know Your Rights card
in Bengali. Let’s look

through them together!

We also have a
version of the 

Know Your Rights
Card  translated

in Spanish. 
Be sure to
use it if you  

need to!

For our
Korean speaking 

friends, here is the 
Know Your Rights 

card provided
by KCS!

Lastly, we are also providing 
an Arabic version of the 
Know Your Rights card. 

If you need them in other 
languages, make sure to 

check out nyic.org !
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