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	How will immigrants be impacted  by the Trump administration’s 2026 Public Charge Rule?
	August 2026
	On July 20, 2026, the Trump Administration published a Federal Rule that will restrict immigrants’ ability to adjust status, enter the United States on a visa, and receive public benefits. The rule is commonly called “Public Charge,” and its formal name is the “Public Charge Ground of Inadmissibility” Rule. While the rule isn’t in effect yet, it’s likely to impact many immigrants.

	What do “Public Charge” and “Inadmissibility” mean?
	What is the new rule?

	What does this mean?
	When will the new rule go into effect?
	Who does the new rule apply to?
	What benefits will now be considered?
	Nutrition Programs
	Health Programs
	Housing Programs
	Education & Other Programs

	What immigration statuses are included and excluded from public charge?
	Public charge applies to individuals who are in the process of becoming LPRs (i.e., who are getting a green card) or who are immigrating to the United States. Public charge may also apply to LPRs who leave the United States for more than 180 days and then reenter.
	The public charge test does not apply to individuals1 filing for permanent residence who are:
	Asylees
	Refugees
	Survivors of domestic violence, trafficking, or serious crimes (VAWA, T visa holders, or U visa holders)
	Children or young adults with SIJ (Special Immigrant Juvenile classification)
	Individuals who are renewing their green card

	Will prior use of benefits be used to determine if someone is a public charge?
	The new policy will take effect on September 18, 2026. Only benefits applied for and received after that date, as well as the continued use of benefits can be used in a public charge determination. Until then, the current Biden Administration Rule of 2022 is in effect.

	Can DHS consider a child’s use of benefits on a parent’s application?
	Yes. The new Rule allows DHS to consider the use of benefits by a “dependent”—such as a child—as well as the applicant’s economic conditions during the period when the dependent was receiving the benefits

	Where to go for help!
	For individuals and families that are unsure if the new public charge rule will impact their ongoing cases, please contact your immigration attorney, or trusted legal contact. If you do not have an attorney, connect with trusted community organizations and legal groups.
	In New York, you may call:
	The New York City Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs’ Immigration Legal Support Hotline at (800) 354-0365 or call 311 and say “Immigration Legal”
	The New York State Office for New Americans Hotline for legal assistance in your area at (800) 566-7636




