CARE fii™

New York Must Defend Immigrant Communities

Invest in Immigration Legal Services, Pass the Access to
Representation Act, and Pass the BUILD Act

New York’s immigrant communities are under unprecedented attack from the Trump administration:

e AsICE arrests have tripled across the nation, New York has seen some of the most drastic
increases. Between January and July of 2025, ICE detained nearly 5,000 New Yorkers, arresting
more people in those five months than in all of 2024.

e Asof August 2025, nearly 340,000 cases are pending before New York State immigration
courts, and the number of detained immigrants has nearly doubled in the past year.

e In 2025, the federal government allocated an additional $170 billion for immigration enforcement,
enabling ICE to recruit thousands of new ICE agents and massively expanded capacity for
immigrant detention.

New York must rise to the moment and ensure that immigrant New Yorkers can access sustainable

and comprehensive legal help so they can stay with their families, work, go to school, and remain in

their communities. Representation can mean the difference between staying at home or permanent
family separation, and even the difference between life or death. Strengthening and expanding
immigration legal services is critical to protect families, support unaccompanied children who are
being fast-tracked through court, and safeguard the state’s economic future.

Invest $175M in immigration legal services via the Office for New Americans

To ensure long-term sustainability and expansion of services, Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 investment
should include:

e $85 million to sustain existing legal and social services programs, fund recruitment and retention
initiatives, and ensure equitable compensation.

e $50 million to stand up new emergency deportation defense and social services.

$40 million for capacity-building and infrastructure investments to expand the pipeline of
immigration legal professionals entering the field and strengthen provider infrastructure to
support scaling up services.

Pass the Access to Representation Act (ARA)

The ARA (A270/5141) would establish a right to counsel in immigration court under a universal
representation model, ensuring that anyone facing deportation who cannot afford a lawyer will be
provided one. The ARA will equip the state to protect the rights of immigrant New Yorkers for years
to come.

Pass the Building Up Immigrant Legal Defense (BUILD) Act

The BUILD Act (A2689/5S4538) would invest four years of funding to grow and strengthen legal
services through:
e Workforce development and training.

Expansion of legal representation to underserved communities and rural regions.

Integration of social workers and community-based organizations to coordinate client support
and free up attorney time.

e Investment in physical, administrative, and technological infrastructure.



Why It Works:

e Legal representation matters: Immigrants with legal representation are up to 10.5 times more
likely to win their cases compared to those without legal help."

e Fairness, equity, and dignity: Everyone deserves a fair day in court, even if they cannot afford a
lawyer. Moreover, access to legal representation disrupts systems that disproportionately
subject Black immigrants and other immigrants of color to detention and deportation."

e A strong economy: Immigrants make up over a quarter of the state’s workforce, including
190,800 entrepreneurs. Immigrants in New York contributed $31.3 billion in state and local taxes
in 2023.Y" And providing state-wide access to counsel for all people facing deportation would
generate an estimated $8.4 billion net benefit for federal, state, and local governments. i

o Safe families, and stable communities: Immigrants make up almost a quarter of New York
State’s total population and more than a third of New York'’s children have an immigrant parent."i

Pass the ARA. Pass the BUILD Act. Fund $175M in FY27 through ONA.
For more information, visit care4immigrants.org.
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