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The New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC) is 
an umbrella policy, advocacy, and coordinating 
service organization that represents over 200 
immigrant and refugee rights groups throughout 
New York.

One of the nation’s largest and most influential 
immigrant rights organizations, the NYIC is at the 
forefront of serving one of the most diverse and 
dynamic newcomer populations in the United 
States. The NYIC’s multi-racial, multi-sector 
membership spans movements and includes 
grassroots and nonprofit organizations, religious 
and health institutions, labor unions, and jus-
tice-focused groups. The NYIC is more than a 
coalition—it is a force for systemic change.

Founded in 1987, the NYIC is not just a space for 
immigrant groups to voice their concerns; it is a 
powerhouse driving collective action that delivers 
tangible, material change for the most vulnerable 
and marginalized communities. We do this work 
by spearheading innovative policies, promoting 
and protecting the rights of immigrant commu-
nities, improving newcomer access to services, 
developing leadership and capacity, expand-
ing civic participation, and mobilizing member 
groups to respond to the fluctuating needs of 
immigrant communities.

Through bold, coordinated efforts, the NYIC is 
shaping a future where every immigrant has the 
power, opportunity, and justice they deserve—
transforming New York into a national model of 
immigrant-driven progress.

OUR VALUES 
Inclusive & Representative 
Fair & Just 
Accountable & Trusted

OUR MISSION
The NYIC, a state-wide  
member-led coalition of 
immigrant and refugee 
organizations, works to 
transform the lives of all New 
Yorkers by strengthening 
and building our members’ 
power, organizing and 
educating our communities 
and the public, and using our 
collective voice to advocate 
for opportunity and justice.

OUR VISION 
The NYIC envisions a New 
York State that is stronger 
because all people are 
welcome, treated fairly, and 
given the chance to pursue 
their dreams.

Introduction

Introduction
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Empire State Rising: A Blueprint for Immigrant 
Progress and Justice is an ambitious ten-year 
vision to empower immigrant New Yorkers by 
enhancing access to rights and opportunity 
throughout the state. Building on the NYIC’s 
legacy of leading and winning very successful 
campaigns—from expanding access to driver’s 
licenses, Medicaid, legal services, and translation 
and interpretation services, to securing rights for 
farmworkers and removing the racist citizenship 
question from the 2020 census—this Blueprint 
demonstrates our steadfast commitment to ad-
vocating for and reimagining immigrant rights and 
justice.1 Empire State Rising presents a strategic 
plan that tackles the unique challenges facing 
our vibrant and diverse populations by delivering 
bold, community-centered solutions at the state 
level. Rooted in cross-sector collaboration and 
collective action among immigrant rights and 
allied groups, we created a Blueprint that builds 
powerful alliances across the state and strives to 
ignite a movement to reshape the very fabric of 
New York, making way for a new era of justice 
and opportunity for all. 

Our ten-year vision reflects extensive consulta-
tion and meaningful engagement with our mem-
bers and partners from every region of New York 
State over the past year. Immigrant-led and im-
migrant-serving community-based organizations 
(CBOs) have a unique ability to identify barriers 
and practical solutions that empower immigrant 
communities to thrive. These organizations bridge 
gaps in federal, state, and local policies; deliver 

innovative solutions rooted in their deep under-
standing of local issues and cultural dynamics; 
and are vital champions for their communities.

Spanning surveys, in-person events across the 
state, briefings, group and one-on-one sessions, 
our engagement documented the invaluable work 
and knowledge of grassroots and immigrant-led 
CBOs, policy and advocacy groups, as well 
as faith and labor organizations. Together, they 
shared the real challenges our communities face, 
their bold aspirations for the future, and the con-
crete steps we must take to transform New York.

The collective vision outlined in this Blueprint is 
not simply about opportunity for all—it is about 
forging a better, more just path, one that stands 
in stark contrast to the divisive, anti-immigrant 
rhetoric rising across the state and country.2 Im-
migrants are too often subjected to misconcep-
tions driven by fear and misinformation. Yet, they 
are the key to addressing our state’s population 
decline, labor shortages, and community growth.3

Our vision rejects fear-mongering and recognizes 
the undeniable truth: immigrants are the back-
bone of New York and will power it into the fu-
ture. Together, we’re building a state where every 
individual, no matter where they come from, has 
the chance to thrive and contribute to vibrant and 
prosperous communities. This is our moment to 
lead with courage and conviction and to show that 
New York stands for inclusivity, opportunity, 
and progress.

 “Our vision rejects fear-mongering and recognizes 
the undeniable truth: immigrants are the backbone of 

New York and will power it into the future.”
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Empire State Rising outlines, for the coming 
decade, key cross-cutting and inclusive legis-
lative policies, implementation changes, fund-
ing, and infrastructure investments that uplift 
immigrants, build coalition and community, 
and transform vision into action. 

This Blueprint provides specific legislative, bud-
getary, and implementation solutions requiring 
bold action, a long-term vision, intentional advo-
cacy, and a collective commitment to transform-
ing our state into a place of true opportunity for 
all. Together, we will uplift immigrant communi-
ties and create a more dynamic, united future for 
everyone. New York can do it and lead the way 
for the nation.

 
Murad Awawdeh 
President and CEO

Together, we will shape a New York that 
stands as a national leader in opportunity, 
justice, equality, and resilience. By ensuring 
our state remains accessible, affordable, and 
welcoming to all—whether families, entre-
preneurs, or students—we will create a future 
where everyone, regardless of background, has 
the chance to thrive.

We envision a state that empowers all New 
Yorkers with equal rights and protections, allow-
ing them to participate freely and fairly in their 
communities. This state makes lifelong invest-
ments in its communities and provides access 
to quality education in early childhood through 
adulthood, strong job protections, essential sup-
ports for families to thrive, stable housing, and 
health care for a lifetime. We will rise to meet the 
challenge of climate change, building a just and 
sustainable future for all communities.

Ending State Support for  
Deportation & Detention

Building Political Power

Quality Education

Economic Justice

Healthy Communities

Empire State Rising presents 
our vision of shared 

prosperity for all New Yorkers 
and outlines a clear path for 
progress in how we welcome 
newcomers, advance climate 
justice, and address critical 
policy priorities across five 

areas essential to immigrant 
communities:  
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Key Stats for New York
Approximately

or nearly 4.5 million individuals, is foreign-born.

of New York’s population,
22.8%

primarily from Latin America and the Caribbean,  
with notable numbers also coming from Africa and China.

migrants have arrived in New York City

Since the spring of 2022, over

210,000

Approximately

undocumented immigrants reside in New York.

650,000

in households with at least one undocumented family member.

children in New York grow up
Around 276,000

Top Countries of Origin for  
Immigrants in New York

Dominican  
Republic 11.3%
China 9.5%
Jamaica 5.1%
Mexico 4.9%
Ecuador 4.1%.

6 

4,5

7 

8 

9
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A global hub for many industries and a vibrant cul-
tural center, New York remains a leading destina-
tion for those seeking new opportunities, greater 
political freedom, economic opportunity, safety, 
and the chance to build a better life with dignity 
and security. In the coming decade, our state has 
a unique opportunity to strengthen its future by 
creating a vibrant, inclusive welcoming infra-
structure that supports both immigrants and re-
ceiving communities, fostering shared prosperity, 
expanded economic opportunities, and access 
to essential services for all.

New York urgently needs to transition from reac-
tive and piecemeal welcoming efforts to a com-
prehensive, strategic approach that better meets 
the needs of immigrants and the communities they 
enrich. The current ad hoc, emergency response 
has failed to provide the necessary support and 
services for everyday New Yorkers and negatively 
impacts our communities. This lack of foresight 
and planning has not only strained our communi-
ties but has also left sensitive personal data more 
vulnerable due to insufficient safeguards.

New Yorkers deserve sustainable, communi-
ty-informed intrastate welcoming infrastructure. 
Proactive planning will ensure our local com-
munities are equipped to embrace their new 
neighbors without creating undue stress on local 
services or social tensions among long-standing 
and newer community members. Intentional, 
strategic action will reduce wasteful emergency 
spending while harnessing newcomers’ diverse 
skills to foster growth and innovation.12

Initiatives like Welcoming NY represent key efforts 
to support immigrant integration and com-
munity resilience.13 These programs not only 
facilitate short-term support and access to ser-
vices but can also promote integration into local 
communities by connecting newcomers with local 
CBOs, community leaders, and schools.14 While 
CBOs have begun significant investments in these 
initiatives with support from philanthropy and 
targeted state government resources, increased 
government support is essential to strengthen lo-
cal infrastructure and address the needs of both 
newcomers and long-term residents. 

New York can continue to be a beacon for those 
seeking a better life by fostering a vibrant and inclu-
sive environment. This is key to enriching our neigh-
borhoods, mitigating the challenges of population 
decline, and maintaining our competitive edge. 
Building on this success, New York can become 
a national model for coordinated support systems, 
fully harnessing the benefits of immigration.

Welcoming Newcomers

“Emergency contracting brings 
greater risk of waste and fraud, 

as agencies scramble to procure 
goods and services with less time 

and competition.” 
Testimony from NYC Comptroller Brad Lander

“It’s long past time for the City 
to move out of its emergency 

response mode and into a  
long-term approach that actually 
gets people on their feet… It is 

drastically cheaper…” 
NYIC President & CEO Murad Awawdeh

Welcoming Newcomers

10 

11 
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LONG-TERM WELCOMING INFRASTRUCTURE
Develop an intentional, adaptive, and long-term infrastructure that 
coordinates access to employment, education, health care, legal 
services, and other key areas to ensure that all immigrants—both 
newcomers and historic immigrant communities—have access to 
opportunity. This infrastructure will enable the state to move past 
costly emergency responses and instead welcome and integrate 
newcomers through informed, efficient, and effective strategies.

CROSS-FUNCTIONAL COLLABORATION
Grow a network of local, regional, and state-level entities—separate 
from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)—that 
fosters collaboration and resource-sharing among government 
agencies, CBOs, and other key stakeholders. Working together 
across all levels of government, this network can expand immigrant 
rights, ensure greater access to services and benefits, and identify 
innovative solutions—such as greater access to education, 
employment visas or work authorization—that improve immigrant 
outcomes and expand opportunity for all. This collaborative 
infrastructure will also position New York to lead the national 
conversation on creating humane, sustainable immigration policies 
that reflect the state’s unique needs.  

IMMIGRANT SUCCESS – NOT JUST SURVIVAL 
Ensure the welcoming infrastructure supports true inclusion, going 
beyond short-term needs to ensure long-term success. This system 
must be flexible enough to direct funding where it’s needed most—
housing, health care, education, job training, civic engagement, and 
legal services—while strengthening communities across New York 
for everyone.

Vision for Progress
As New York evolves its approach to welcoming newcomers, the 
following guiding priorities should shape the way forward:
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The world’s climate is changing, and the im-
pacts are increasingly leading people to leave 
their homes.17 In their search for safety and op-
portunity, migrants—from abroad and within the 
United States—face climate-related challenges 
both on their journeys here and upon arriving in 
our state.18

Climate change is an existential threat to all 
New Yorkers, but especially immigrant commu-
nities. The change in Earth’s climate has already 
begun to foundationally reshape life, affecting 
which crops we grow and what jobs we have to 
hotter summers, fiercer hurricanes, expansion of 
flood plains, flooding, and degraded air quality. 
These effects are most severe in under-resourced 
communities, where marginalized populations, in-
cluding immigrants,19 already face significant vul-
nerabilities20 and have long endured environmental 
injustices due to systemic racism and inequality.21 

Immigrants, along with Black, Indigenous, and 
other people of color (BIPOC), are also dispropor-
tionately affected by environmental and climate 
injustice due to geographic vulnerability and lack 
of access to resources. Geographic proximity 
(e.g. residing in floodplains or basement apart-
ments),22 work setting, and inadequate access to 
language-appropriate communications,23 health 
care, supportive assistance, and government 
planning mean that these communities are on 
climate change’s front line without adequate 
support.24 They often bear the brunt of extreme 

Climate Justice

heat, intensified natural disasters, and negative 
health outcomes, and are frequently excluded 
from life-saving information and services due to 
language barriers.25 

Climate justice and inclusion are essential for 
building a more resilient and welcoming New York. 
A climate-resilient state is one that protects every-
one—regardless of immigration status—by ensur-
ing safe, affordable housing, access to good jobs, 
and equitable resilience and adaptation strategies 
that uplift all. This requires proactive health pro-
tections, support for displaced workers, and eq-
uitable disaster relief shaped by community input 
and local leadership. Centering equity in climate 
adaptation and resilience building is crucial to 
ensure that responses to climate change are inclu-
sive and sustainable at the local level. By creating 
inclusive policies and labor protections, we can 
build a New York that turns climate challenges into 
opportunities for a more just, healthy, and resilient 
future for everyone.

Climate Justice

“Low-income populations in New 
York State, notably those who 

are Indigenous, people of color, 
immigrants, unhoused, or live in 

rural areas, are more vulnerable due 
to existing forms of disadvantage 

and marginalization.” 

“New York’s climate is changing. 
Temperatures are rising, 

precipitation is increasing, sea 
levels are rising, and extreme 
weather events are becoming 

more frequent and severe. 
Over time, these changes are 

projected to worsen.” 

16

15
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CLIMATE EQUITY AND JUSTICE
Continue to center, and advance, climate equity and justice in New York’s 
adaptation and resilience strategies. Champion human rights by supporting 
all communities and equitably distributing those supports—from disaster 
recovery aid to housing to air conditioning—without regard to immigration 
status, ethnicity, or economic status. New York should emphasize 
safeguarding impacted communities—from worker protections to mitigating 
climate gentrification—while simultaneously addressing economic inequality.

INCLUSIVE CLIMATE RESILIENCE AND ADAPTABILITY 
Prioritize the voices and leadership of BIPOC and marginalized communities, 
address historical harms and systemic racism while promoting equitable and 
sustainable climate solutions for the future. Uplift the knowledge, strengths, 
and needs within immigrant communities in climate resilience efforts. 
Foster community-led efforts, to ensure that initiatives are shaped by those 
directly affected and designed to leverage their skills while addressing their 
challenges. Valuing immigrant insights and contributions will help develop 
culturally and linguistically competent solutions that protect all communities—
especially the most vulnerable—from climate-related impacts on housing, 
jobs, health, food, and education.

CLIMATE-RESILIENT HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
Ensure that immigrants have spaces to live, work, and learn that are protected from 
the growing threats of climate change through climate-resilient homes and com-
munities. This includes access to disaster-related information in a language they 
understand, safe housing, and affordable, culturally responsive health care that ad-
dresses climate-related issues like heat exposure and mental health challenges. 
Safeguard communities by monitoring for proper implementation of protections.

A STRONG AND ACCESSIBLE GREEN ECONOMY THAT  
LEADS TO A JUST TRANSITION
Prioritize creating good jobs in emerging sectors while ensuring a worker-
centered transition and justice frame that advances economic and health 
justice. The state can mitigate climate impacts and seize growth opportunities 
by investing in reskilling and training and including underrepresented groups 
in the green economy. Protecting workers’ rights to a hazard-free workplace 
should be central and include enforcement of strong safety measures and 
ongoing adaptation to evolving environmental challenges.

Vision for Progress
New York State must address the heightened vulnerability of 
disadvantaged communities who face compounded environmental, 
socioeconomic, and historical burdens of racial and ethnic discrimination 
by the following guiding principles:
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Vision
We envision a radical reimagining of justice—one that dismantles 
punitive systems and centers on human dignity. By shifting from 
punishment to community-driven solutions we aim to end systemic 
violence against marginalized communities and rebuild trust between 
immigrant populations and state agencies, ensuring safety and privacy 
for all. Our vision prioritizes restorative justice, focusing on healing, 
empowerment, and collective accountability rather than retribution. It’s 
time for New York to reject harmful practices and champion humane 
policing that protects, not harms, our communities. Achieving this 
transformative vision requires bold investments in services, infrastructure, 
and policies that prioritize the well-being of families and individuals. We 
are not just reforming the system—we are creating a new blueprint for 
justice that serves all people with compassion and equity, making New 
York a leader in the fight for justice and liberation.

Ending State Support  
for Deportation, Detention  
& Mass Incarceration

Ending State Support for Deportation & Detention
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New York has made impressive strides in keep-
ing its families together and promoting justice. 
Legal services funding has more than tripled as 
of 2024, and select localities have taken steps 
to prevent ICE from destabilizing their commu-
nities. However, more work remains to be done 
to build needed infrastructure and systems that 
prioritize human rights, dignity, and commu-
nity well-being. 

New York has an opportunity to create stronger 
communities and counter anti-immigrant narra-
tives by enacting enforceable statewide policies 
to prioritize public safety by preventing collu-
sion with ICE.29 Immigrant communities deserve 
access to services and protections without the 
threat of detention and deportation—any col-
laboration between New York agencies and ICE 
erodes trust, puts immigrants at risk, and under-
mines these essential efforts.30 

Political, Social, and 
Economic Context330,000 

CASES PENDING

There are currently around 

in immigration courts in New 
York State and less than half 
of those people have lawyers 

to represent them. 

$8.4 BILLION

Providing access to attorneys for 
all immigrants in New York State 
facing deportation proceedings 
could allow an additional 53,000 

New Yorkers to remain in their 
communities, resulting in an 

estimated net benefit of 

for federal, state, and local 
governments over 30 years.

61% MORE LIKELY

Legal representation matters 
— from 2019 to present, people 
facing charges in immigration 
court in the state of New York 
with legal representation are 

to be allowed to stay in the 
country compared to those 
without legal representation.

26

27

28

“A lack of guaranteed 
legal representation, 
paired with systemic 

flaws in removal 
proceedings, increases 
the likelihood of unjust 

outcomes.”
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The expansion of deportation facilities leads to 
more arrests and, in turn, more deportations, 
causing devastating family separations and sig-
nificant emotional and economic harm. The pro-
cess leading up to deportation is also devastating 
for immigrant New Yorkers as thousands of immi-
grants and newcomers are denied due process. A 
lack of guaranteed legal representation, paired 
with systemic flaws in removal proceedings, in-
creases the likelihood of unjust outcomes.31 De-
tention conditions are often overcrowded and 
substandard, with inadequate health care, abuse, 
and limited access to legal counsel.32 Immigrants 
exiting detention—like those exiting the criminal 
justice system—benefit from reintegration as-
sistance, but lack of funding limits the services 
CBOs can provide. 

The police-to-deportation pipeline costs New 
York millions of dollars in direct costs and lost 
economic potential.33 While the state cannot stop 
ICE from operating within its jurisdiction, it can 
block state and local funds from supporting ICE 

activities. Instead, those resources should be 
redirected to ensure immigrant residents have 
a fair chance in deportation proceedings and to 
prevent others from entering the system. This 
approach could allow 53,000 New Yorkers to 
remain in their communities, generating an esti-
mated net benefit of $8.4 billion.34

New York’s immigration and criminal legal sys-
tems are intertwined. As the state works to ad-
dress injustices in one, it must also consider the 
impact on community well-being in the other. 
Immigrants facing criminal charges may face se-
vere immigration penalties—including detention, 
deportation, and ineligibility for U.S. citizenship. 
Public defenders often lack awareness of these 
immigration consequences. Advocates have 
been combating deportation and mass incarcer-
ation of immigrants and communities of color by 
protecting against deportation and advocating 
for reduced prison sentences through initiatives 
like the Clemency Justice campaign.35 
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PASS AND ENFORCE PROVISIONS THAT PREVENT 
COLLUSION BETWEEN THE STATE AND ICE 
Pass legislation prohibiting the use of state and 
local resources—such as police, hospital, and 
shelter staff—to enforce federal immigration 
laws36 and ensure that these protections are en-
forceable so that immigrants can fully participate 
in society without fear.  

END AND PROHIBIT CONTRACTS BETWEEN 
LOCALITIES AND ICE   
Pass legislation to end and prohibit contracts be-
tween localities and ICE to eliminate the state’s in-
volvement in immigration detention, close Orange 
County Jail, and prevent ICE from subcontracting 
with local jails. Establish a $2 million annual fund 
to empower the Attorney General to investigate 
local facilities that contract with ICE and pursue 
litigation against any violations of immigrant rights, 
ensuring accountability and protecting those im-
pacted by immigration detention practices.

INVEST IN COMMUNITY ACCOMPANIMENT 
AND POST-RELEASE SERVICES
Invest at least $3 million in community accom-
paniment and post-release support services for 
individuals leaving the immigration detention sys-
tem. This funding must be allocated to regional 
CBOs to facilitate holistic integration. 

BUILD DURABLE, STATE-WIDE LEGAL 
SERVICES ACCESS
Establish a strong, statewide legal services 
system for immigrant New Yorkers, offering af-
firmative relief and wraparound services. Invest 
to meet growing demand, ensure funding follows 
individuals transferred out of state, and prioritize 
legal staffing and training infrastructure so deliv-
ery of services is sustainable. 

SUPPORT A FAMILY AND LOVED ONES FUND
Establish a $2 million fund, adjusted annually 
for detention trends, to support individuals and 
families of those detained by assisting with bond 
payments and providing travel stipends for visits 
to loved ones, both in and out of state. 

INCREASE QUALITY OF REPRESENTATION OF 
IMMIGRANTS BY PUBLIC DEFENDERS
The state must enhance support for immigration 
specialists within defender offices in order to 
promote a more just legal system for immigrant 
communities in New York. 

Policy Priorities
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Vision
We envision a bold, inclusive democracy in New York that empowers 
immigrant individuals and families to participate fully in democratic 
processes, ensuring civil rights are upheld and every voice, especially 
from historically marginalized communities, is heard. By removing 
language barriers and promoting culturally responsive civic education, 
we can ensure that all immigrants understand and can exercise 
their voting rights and responsibilities. Creating a safe and inclusive 
environment for engagement through processes like the census will lead 
to better representation and equitable resources for all. Empowering 
immigrant communities to become community leaders with a voice in 
state governance is key, and a continuing commitment to small-donor 
public financing can amplify the voices of people of color and women 
by reducing the influence of big money and large donors. This vision 
prioritizes true representation—where immigrants, people of color, 
and women are not only participants but leaders in shaping a just and 
representative democracy. 

Building Political 
Power & Guaranteed 
Civil Rights

Building Political Power
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New York’s political landscape has been re-
shaped by progressive leadership, key legislative 
changes, and transformative ballot measures, 
such as ranked-choice voting and passage of 
Our City, Our Vote (Local Law 11-2021), which 
sought to expand voting rights to NYC residents 
with green cards or work authorization in munic-
ipal elections.40 

Language justice is essential for an inclusive 
democracy. The right to vote is often hailed as 
the “crown jewel” of American freedoms, serving 
as the foundation for all other rights.41 However, 
for Americans who are not proficient in English, 
this fundamental right can feel out of reach. His-
torically, language-based barriers to voting, like 
literacy tests and English-only ballots, have dis-
enfranchised marginalized communities, isolated 
immigrant communities, restricted access to 
essential services, and reduced civic participa-
tion–including voting.42 While federal and state 
reforms like the John Lewis Voting Rights Act of 
1965 (VRA), Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, and 
the New York Voting Rights Act (NYVRA), have 
sought to protect limited English-proficiency 
voters and voters of color, discrimination per-
sists.43 Mandates under both VRA and NYVRA 
have resulted in a patchwork of language as-
sistance services at poll sites and inconsistent 
availability of translated voter/election informa-
tion, leaving many still unable to fully participate 
in elections.

Existing state and city language access require-
ments are inconsistent and exclude county-run 
agencies and their public programs. This results 
in uneven access to essential services and in-
adequate translation and interpretation services 
for many residents.44 While local governments 
have the authority to create their own language 
access policies tailored to their communities, a 
comprehensive state policy would establish clear, 
uniform standards for all levels of government. 

Political, Social, and 
Economic Context

There are more than 

spoken in New York and 
2.5 million New Yorkers have 
Limited English Proficiency.

800
LANGUAGES

People who speak 
languages other 

than English,
 undocumented populations, 

and racial and ethnic 
minorities are among the 

groups identified by the U.S. 
Census Bureau as “hard 
to count” even without a 

citizenship question.

In 2021, New York City elected its

most demographically 
representative city 

government in history,
thanks in part to public financing.
Women more than doubled their 
representation from 27% to 61%. 

And people of color increased their 
representation from 51% to 67%.
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rights and responsibilities and building connec-
tions with local organizations strengthens com-
munities and fosters a sense of belonging.

The census is vital for accurately represent-
ing New York’s diverse communities. Leading 
up to the 2020 census, about one-quarter of 
people expressed concerns about the confi-
dentiality of their responses and feared their 
data would be shared with other government 
agencies.47 Many immigrant families, already in 
vulnerable positions, were particularly affected 
by the federal government’s planned inclusion 
of a citizenship question in the 2020 census, 
which caused a sharp decline in intended par-
ticipation,48 especially among foreign-born and 
Spanish-speaking individuals.49

Trusted community sources are essential for 
ensuring full participation in the census, which 
is crucial for an accurate count and securing 
appropriate federal funding for vital programs. 
Moreover, the census is crucial for determining 
New York’s federal representation; in 2020, the 
state lost a Congressional seat and an electoral 
vote—an outcome that could have been avoid-
ed with just 89 more responses.50 These shifts 
significantly shape the legislature’s composi-
tion and influence the legislation, policies, and 
funding that affect all communities, especially 
in high-population areas.

Money plays a disproportionate role in New 
York politics, with special interest groups and 
lobbying firms investing millions to influence 
elections and legislation, giving wealthy donors 
disproportionate control.51 This has created an 
uneven playing field where people of color and 
women aspiring to run for office often lack the 
financial resources to compete. While New York 
has implemented public financing systems 
for candidates who raise competitive funds 
from small donors,52 this system is undermined 
by wealthy donors exploiting loopholes and 
its limited enforcement capacity.53 Address-
ing these gaps is crucial to ensuring elected 
officials respond to constituents’ concerns 
and that the political environment reflects New 
Yorkers’ diverse needs.

“Civic engagement and the 
right to vote are essential 

for achieving equitable 
representation and prioritizing 
the needs of marginalized and 
vulnerable communities in the 
legislative process, especially 

as New York’s immigrant 
population grows.”

Such a policy, alongside increased funding and 
community engagement in designing reforms, 
can ensure that public services and resources 
are utilized efficiently and that all residents, re-
gardless of their preferred language, can build a 
successful life. 

Moreover, a critical need exists for New York to 
establish comprehensive language access 
infrastructure to address the shortage of med-
ical and legal interpreters and limited availability 
of translation services for languages of limited 
diffusion such as Portuguese, Pulaar, and Farsi. 
This would also create meaningful, sustainable 
job opportunities for local residents by training 
native speakers as community interpreters.

Civic engagement and the right to vote are es-
sential for achieving equitable representation 
and prioritizing the needs of marginalized and 
vulnerable communities in the legislative process, 
especially as New York’s immigrant population 
grows.45 For immigrant communities, the demo-
cratic process is not just a right but a powerful 
tool to build influence and drive change. When 
immigrants vote, they help elect leaders who 
understand their unique challenges and shape 
policy solutions to address their needs.46 

To strengthen this participation, we must invest in 
civic education that equips immigrants with the 
knowledge and skills to engage fully in the polit-
ical system. Raising public awareness of voting 
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EXPAND LANGUAGE ACCESS
Pass legislation to ensure that all state agencies 
and departments are covered by New York’s lan-
guage access policy and extend the mandate for 
interpretation and translation services to coun-
ty-run agencies and departments to create a com-
prehensive statewide language access policy.

BUILD A SUSTAINABLE BILINGUAL  
STATE WORKFORCE
Develop regional language services cooperatives 
to recruit, train, and retain bilingual community 
members as interpreters in order to ensure a 
sustainable bilingual workforce for health care, 
education, and legal systems.

STRENGTHEN VOTING AND CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT
Amend the NYVRA to expand language access 
at polls and remove population thresholds for 
Limited English Proficiency. Create programs for 
immigrants to work as poll monitors and inter-
preters, enhancing civic participation and lan-
guage support.

PRIORITIZE CENSUS EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Recruit and train community leaders as census 
ambassadors, and establish information centers 
in public spaces to assist residents with census 
participation, citizenship applications, and voter 
registration, to ensure fair representation and 
equitable resource allocation for immigrant and 
BIPOC communities.

ENSURE EQUITABLE DATA DISAGGREGATION 
AND REPRESENTATION
Pass legislation that calls for the collection and 
disaggregation of data on immigrant communi-
ties, particularly for individuals of African and/
or Caribbean descent, and ensure the efficient 
implementation of a data category for Middle 
Eastern and North African populations.

LIMIT BIG MONEY IN POLITICS
Establish baseline funding for the state’s public 
campaign finance program and launch public 
awareness initiatives to empower grassroots can-
didates to run for office, ultimately boosting polit-
ical representation for marginalized communities.

Policy Priorities

17Build ing Pol iti cal  Power  –   EMPIRE  STATE  R IS ING



Vision
We envision a high-quality public school system that is equitable 
and accessible for all of New York’s children and families, irrespective 
of their background, home language, or ability. A state that sees all its 
children as our future adequately funds its schools and ensures immigrant 
students* have access to highly qualified teachers capable of guiding 
content mastery and developing English language skills. To fuel student 
achievement and foster strong school-family partnerships, we seek 
schools with diverse educators, responsive curricula, and engagement 
practices that reflect and embrace students’ home cultures. Our vision is 
of a public school system that nurtures the whole child, providing wrap-
around services and supports that bolster students’ well-being, success 
beyond graduation, and integration into their communities.

Quality 
Education

Quality Education

*When we refer to immigrant students we are referring to both foreign born and children of 
immigrants, those who have lived here for years and those who are newly arrived. We are primarily 
referring to students who are learning English in school, who are formally called English Language 
Learners (ELLs) or Multilingual Learners in New York State.
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New York has made strides in supporting im-
migrant students in recent years by increasing 
Foundation Aid funding (which is need-based), 
guiding districts in understanding their legal ob-
ligations to immigrant students, and promoting 
multilingualism through the expansion of the Seal 
of Biliteracy.58 

Immigrant students have enormous potential 
and deserve the investment that will allow them 
to thrive. When provided quality instruction and 
support, immigrant students excel and positively 
contribute to the overall academic achievement 
and the learning environment of their fellow stu-
dents59—reflecting the resilience, capabilities, 
and the strong commitment immigrant families 
have to education.60 Additionally, newcomer 
immigrant students help sustain school funding 
and resources, filling critical gaps that arise when 
populations decline, while introducing their peers 
to diverse cultures and languages.61 

However, immigrant students face numerous 
obstacles throughout their education, from en-
rollment to graduation. Persistent language and 
cultural barriers, along with a lack of trained staff 
at enrollment sites, often hinder their access to 
education. Moreover, misconceptions that older 
immigrant youth–particularly newcomers–are 
better suited for adult education programs rath-
er than high school, limit their right to attend 
a full day of school between the ages of 15 
and 21. Additionally, immigrant families often 
lack access to computers and have limited in-
ternet access and digital skills, which can com-
plicate, or completely stymie, online enrollment, 
instruction, classroom support, and educational 
assessments.62 Late-arriving students (such as 
16-21 year-olds) may need more than four years 
to graduate. Unfortunately, schools can be pe-
nalized for accommodating these students, leav-
ing them at risk of “aging out” before completing 
their education.63

Political, Social, and 
Economic ContextIn 2023-24, New York’s public 

schools were home to

259,829
English Language 
Learners (ELLs).

in New York State has at least 
one immigrant parent.

One in Three
Children

In 2023, the graduation 
rate for ELLs was 

ONLY 57%
 while the graduation rate 

for non-ELLs was 89%.

A report by the Independent 
Budget Office revealed that

ONLY HALF
of the New York City schools 

enrolling newcomers had 
a bilingual educator, with 

bilingual education being a top 
shortage area and often led by 

uncertified teachers.
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“When provided quality 
instruction and support, 

immigrant students 
excel and positively 

contribute to the overall 
academic achievement 

and the learning 
environment of their 

fellow students...”

Foundational investments in our state’s schools 
are necessary to create environments more 
conducive to immigrant students’ success. The 
diversity of student populations, local exper-
tise, and political support has led to significant 
discrepancies in how well school staff are pre-
pared to teach and support immigrant students 
and families. While best-practice programs to 
build competence exist, they are precariously 
funded and have been deployed on a small 
scale, so more must be done to elevate and 
replicate them.64 

In addition, addressing the pressing shortage 
of bilingual educators through certification 
and retention initiatives will expand access 
to bilingual programs, which offer academic, 
cognitive, linguistic, and social-emotional ad-
vantages that improve educational outcomes 
for immigrant students.65 Moreover, recruiting 
educators from diverse backgrounds boosts 
educational attainment in students.66 Having 
immigrant students learn from immigrant teach-
ers,67 and Black students from Black teachers, 
makes a difference in how students are treated, 
provides vital role models, and fosters a more 
inclusive school community.68

New York must do more to embrace the crit-
ical role that our public schools play in the 
day-to-day lives of families and students by 
fully investing in wrap-around supports—from 
arts and culture initiatives to service referrals—
found in best-practice programs. Inadequately 
funding well-being services, social workers, 
and extracurricular programming can jeopar-
dize students who have experienced multiple, 
major forms of trauma. Immigrant students 
also benefit greatly from trained and culturally 
sensitive school and college counselors who 
help them navigate the complexities of the col-
lege application process.

Holistic support for students includes support-
ing their families too. Many districts fail to meet 
their legal obligations regarding language access, 
resulting in long wait times, inappropriate inter-
preters, poor-quality translations, and diminished 
access to vital information.69 Effective family en-
gagement practices go beyond language access 
to empower immigrant parents to support their 
children’s education and connect them with es-
sential services, such as mental health programs 
for parents and legal assistance.

To effectively serve hyper-vulnerable students, 
New York must allocate targeted resources 
and attention. Students in temporary housing 
or shelters face extensive challenges as they are 
shuffled throughout the system. A lack of ac-
cess to appropriate transportation, despite their 
right to remain in the school where they’ve been 
enrolled under the federal McKinney-Vento Act, 
compounds the difficulty of safeguarding their 
education and maintaining their connection to 
school—often a critical source of stability fol-
lowing periods of intense trauma.70 Immigrant 
students with disabilities also encounter signif-
icant obstacles, including inadequate access 
to legally mandated services such as bilin-
gual special education classrooms, transporta-
tion, and translation and interpretation services, 
which are necessary to ensure the student’s ed-
ucational development.
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ADDRESS THE SHORTAGE OF BILINGUAL 
EDUCATORS AND SUPPORT STAFF
Increase investment to certify and retain bilin-
gual educators and bilingual support staff, such 
as counselors, social workers, and psycholo-
gists in schools.

EXTEND EDUCATION ACCESS FOR  
LATE-ARRIVAL STUDENTS
Allow older, late-arrival newcomer students to at-
tend high school for at least four years and permit 
those with educational gaps to remain in school 
until the age of 23.

MODERNIZE FOUNDATION AID  
FUNDING FORMULA
Ensure that the state’s need-based funding for-
mula prioritizes equity and accurately reflects 
the current costs of providing academic, so-
cial-emotional, and holistic support to immigrant 
students and ELLs. This includes increasing the 
weight for ELLs, adding more weights for stu-
dents with disabilities, as well as adding weights 
for those in temporary housing, the foster care 
system, and underserved, high-need ELLs. The 
formula should adequately represent the needs 
of low-income students, particularly those living 

Policy Priorities

in poverty, and take into account the latest cost 
realities in both the base and index elements, 
especially in school districts with significant im-
migrant and ELL student populations.

BUILD STATEWIDE CAPACITY TO SERVE 
IMMIGRANT STUDENTS 
Replicate comprehensive school and educator 
development initiatives led by experts in serving 
immigrant students, particularly newcomers, to 
increase the implementation of best practices.

INCREASE COLLEGE READINESS AND 
GRADUATION RATES
Invest in college preparation, dual enrollment, 
and career pathways programs for immigrant 
students, supported by knowledgeable counsel-
ors who understand the challenges of applying 
to higher education programs, regardless of im-
migration status.

IMPROVE LANGUAGE ACCESS
Promote language access best practices in 
schools and create statewide master contracts 
with high-quality providers of translation and 
interpretation services to expand access and re-
duce costs for districts.
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Economic 
Justice

Vision
We envision a thriving New York where everyone, regardless of their 
birthplace, has the opportunity to succeed and contribute to their 
communities. Our vision recognizes that many of our immigrant workers are 
also raising the next generation of New Yorkers, and therefore encompasses 
not only fundamental workers’ rights but also essential supports that 
help whole families thrive like child care, tax credits, financial literacy, English 
language education, and fair banking practices. Economic Justice means 
fully empowering immigrant workers with protections against harassment 
and wage theft, the right to collectively bargain, and access to training and 
education for skill-building and career advancement.

Economic Justice
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Immigrant workers account for

27% of New York’s 
workforce.

Political, Social, and 
Economic Context

In recent years, New York has made significant 
strides in expanding access to opportunities 
and family-supporting resources for immi-
grants. Key advances include extending the 
New York Child Tax Credit to children under 
four,75 extending eligibility for the Empire State 
Child Credit to more families,76 giving New 
York City’s undocumented families access to 
affordable child care through the Promise NYC 
program77—which bridges the gap created by 
immigration status requirements in federal child 
care funding—and by modestly increasing Adult 
Literacy Education funding.78 

New immigrants are a vital economic engine, 
contributing significantly through their work, tax-
es, and life in our communities. Their presence 
significantly bolsters housing markets, creates 
jobs, and stimulates business growth, highlight-
ing immigration as a key driver of local prosper-
ity.79 Their impact is seen in revitalized cities in 
upstate New York, where immigrants have ef-
fectively reversed decades of population decline 
and economic stagnation.80 

New York State can fully harness immigrants’ 
contributions by ensuring they have equal 
access to the opportunities and resources 
available to all New Yorkers. Many immigrants, 
particularly those without immigration status or 
on temporary visas, currently face restrictions 
that limit their access to federal benefits such as 
Medicaid and food assistance. New York should 
establish parallel programs, similar to New York 
City’s Promise NYC, to ensure that all residents 
can benefit from these essential resources.81

New York has the opportunity to address the fed-
eral government’s failure to adequately support 
its children and our future workforce. Nearly 1 in 5 
children in New York lives in poverty82 and under-
investment in poverty alleviation leads to hunger, 
unstable housing, and unmet basic needs.83 By 

During COVID, 
immigrants comprised

in New York’s essential 
businesses.

31% of workers

Despite starting with median wages 
of about $23,000 annually, newly 

arrived immigrants’ economic impact 
is substantial—and necessary. In their 

first year, each 1,000 newly arrived 
immigrant workers contributes 

in wages and $2.6 million in state 
and local taxes.

$23 million

Over time, as they gain stability and 
improve their English skills, their 
wages rise—projected to reach 

$31,000 annually after five years and 

$42,000 after 20 years.
This wage growth not only 

enhances their livelihoods but also 
boosts their tax contributions, 

which increase to $3.5 million per 
1,000 workers after five years.
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investing in innovative solutions like expanded 
and simplified direct-to-family tax credits, New 
York can meet its goal of cutting child poverty 
in half over the next decade.84 These measures 
will address widespread issues of poverty and 
affordability while alleviating unintended conse-
quences, such as reduced benefits due to in-
creased wages.85

Access to affordable child care is crucial for a 
robust economy. Many parents struggle to find 
quality child care, limiting their ability to work and 
support their families.86 The excruciatingly high 
cost of child care, often exceeding $21,000 an-
nually, and the shortage of affordable options is 
partly driven by low wages for child care providers, 
many of whom are immigrants, with 12% living 
below the federal poverty line.87 While recent state 
investments in child care are promising, ensuring 
that all state-funded child care slots are available 
to every child, regardless of immigration status, 
would create more opportunities for families 
and strengthen the workforce.88

Immigrant workers are crucial to driving economic 
growth and addressing labor shortages, especially 
given demographic shifts like an aging population.89 
However, challenges such as skill mismatches per-
sist.90 For example, from 2009 to 2013, 27% of the 
878,000 highly skilled immigrants in New York were 
either working in low-skilled jobs or unemployed, 
which led to billions in lost earnings.91 New York 
can address workforce shortages, brain waste, 
and gaps in critical industries such as health care, 
technology, and skilled trades by better integrat-
ing skilled workers and upskilling new ones. 

Expanding eligibility for workforce development 
programs to include individuals awaiting work 
authorization will ensure they are job-ready once 
approved. This strategy will help fill essential roles 
and capitalize on federal investments aimed at 
strengthening manufacturing, supply chains, and 
national security. 

New York currently meets only 3% of the need 
for adult literacy, limiting opportunities for immi-
grants of all skill levels to secure better-paying jobs, 
support their families, and fully integrate into their 
communities. Expanding access to adult literacy 
would not only empower immigrants but also boost 
tax revenue, reduce reliance on social services, and 
unlock economic gains amounting to over 10% 
of New York City’s GDP.92 Concurrently, providing 
English language instruction to immigrant workers 
already trained in skilled fields would help eliminate 
brain waste, where 27% of highly qualified immi-
grants are stuck in low-wage jobs.93

New York can address unfair banking practices 
that limit financial resources for low-income com-
munities and communities of color by promoting 
equitable access to banking services and business 
loans,94 leveling the playing field for immigrants and 
marginalized groups. Establishing public banks is 
an innovative solution, providing a vital alternative 
to traditional private banks and their history of 
redlining and racial discrimination.95 These public 
institutions can lower fees, expand services in un-
derserved areas, and direct funds to local needs, 
boosting community investment and fostering eco-
nomic growth and resilience.

“New York State can fully harness immigrants’ contributions 
by ensuring they have equal access to the opportunities 

and resources available to all New Yorkers.”
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BOLSTER ECONOMIC SECURITY 
Extend all state-level tax benefits to include 
taxpayers who file with Individual Taxpayer Iden-
tification Numbers (ITINs) to address gaps in 
economic support and promote equity among 
working families. Enact the Working Families Tax 
Credit to ensure that all New York families have 
the support they need to thrive in the state.

EXPAND CHILD CARE ACCESS
Invest in a universal, free child care system that 
is accessible to all children, regardless of immi-
gration status, to better support the 27% of the 
workforce who are immigrant workers.

Policy Priorities
INCREASE ADULT LITERACY
Enhance New York’s efforts to tackle the adult 
literacy crisis by expanding services to reach 
20% of the estimated 3.5 million adults who lack 
English language skills or a High School Equiva-
lency Diploma.

STRENGTHEN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
Fully fund the Office of Strategic Workforce De-
velopment to prioritize and integrate opportuni-
ties for immigrants, including those in emerging 
fields such as technology and green industries.

 
ESTABLISH FAIR BANKING PRACTICES
Enact legislation to establish municipal-level 
public banking infrastructure.
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Healthy 
Communities
Vision
We envision a New York that prioritizes the health and well-being 
of all residents, regardless of immigration status, by addressing the 
interconnected needs of children, families, and individuals. Building 
healthy communities means investing in stable housing, accessible lifelong 
care, quality education, and climate resilience. We are committed to an 
inclusive health system that ensures insurance coverage, affordable 
and transparent care options, preventative services, emergency care, and 
mental health support for all. Our goal is to eliminate barriers to safe and 
affordable housing through inclusive support programs, stronger rental 
protections, and increased access to housing vouchers. By empowering 
communities with the knowledge and tools to navigate the health 
care system, we can create a state where every resident—regardless of 
background—has the opportunity to live a healthy and fulfilling life.

Healthy Communities
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Foreign-born New Yorkers are 
less likely to have a regular 
primary care provider, with 

compared to 14% of U.S.-born adults. 
They also face lower rates of preventive 

care, such as cancer screenings.

25% lacking one

who have received care in the 
U.S. say they have been treated 

differently or unfairly by a doctor or 
other health care provider because 
of their insurance status or ability to 
pay (16%); accent or ability to speak 

English (15%); and/or their race, 
ethnicity, or skin color (13%).

25% of immigrant adults

Foreign-born New Yorkers 
are more likely to live in 

overcrowded housing, with 

 compared to 7% of U.S. born 
households. Additionally, 63% of 

foreign-born residents are renters, 
and immigrants...are more likely to 

live in poorly maintained units.

22% of foreign-born
households affected

Around 10% of low- and moderate-
income immigrant residents live in

making them vulnerable to climate-
related disasters, which threaten their 

housing stability and health.

high-risk flood zones,

New York has long been a leader in providing 
supportive health and social safety net programs 
to individuals and families in need. However, de-
cades of policies at the federal, state, and local 
levels have perpetuated economic inequities, 
limited educational access, entrenched housing 
segregation, and weakened climate resilience—
factors that have worsened health outcomes for 
immigrant and BIPOC communities.100 

Immigrant communities continue to face system-
ic barriers that exacerbate health disparities, in-
cluding limited access to affordable care, delays 
in treatment, and higher rates of uninsurance.101 
Social factors such as poverty, environmental 
hazards, and harmful immigration policies con-
tribute to poor health outcomes and financial 
strain from medical debt. New York must imple-
ment policies that expand access to health care, 
address the root causes of inequality, and ensure 
all residents, regardless of immigration status, 
have equitable access to informed care. 

Although New York has made progress in expand-
ing Medicaid to undocumented individuals aged 
65 and older and extending postpartum care in 
2023, immigration status remains a major barrier. 
An estimated 255,000 uninsured New Yorkers 
aged 19–64 continue to be ineligible for coverage, 
leaving them vulnerable to worse health outcomes 
and higher emergency care costs. Expanding cov-
erage to this population could not only improve 
health but also save the state up to $500 million 
annually in emergency Medicaid spending.102

In addition to increasing eligibility and access to 
insurance, New York must also reduce the cost 
of preventive and continuing health services and 
medications, expand essential mental, reproduc-
tive, and sexual health services, and invest in re-
sponsive community and emergency services. We 
must also increase health services in rural areas 

Political, Social, and 
Economic Context
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a housing crisis, with over 150,000 residents 
experiencing homelessness and 175,000 at risk 
of eviction in 2024.109 Many who are housed 
live in overcrowded or substandard conditions, 
worsening both physical and mental health out-
comes and compounding the challenges immi-
grant communities already face.110 

The lack of strong regulations and renter pro-
tections not only heightens general safety risks 
but also makes residents more vulnerable to cli-
mate-change-driven storms and their impacts.111 
Many BIPOC individuals, seniors, and low-income 
families live in unregulated basement apartments 
and high-risk flood zones.112 Climate displacement 
and climate gentrification are particularly devas-
tating for undocumented immigrants, who live 
and work in climate-impacted areas and are of-
ten excluded from federal and state disaster relief 
programs. Without access to critical support, they 
face the risk of losing their homes, business-
es, health, and even their lives in the wake of 
increasing climate disasters. Addressing these 
disparities is crucial to creating healthy communi-
ties for all.

and support community-based programs. Addi-
tionally, maternal mortality rates, especially among 
immigrant and BIPOC individuals,103 underscore 
the urgent need for systemic change. Too many 
health issues are preventable with proper care, yet 
medical and structural racism continues to block 
access to the treatment and support our commu-
nities deserve.

To help immigrant communities navigate health 
systems and make informed decisions, New York 
must invest in culturally and linguistically acces-
sible services.104 Limited health literacy,105 com-
pounded by language and cultural barriers and a 
lack of understanding of medical procedures and 
preventive care, make it harder for many to ac-
cess and utilize essential services.106 Additionally, 
stigma surrounding mental health and a shortage 
of culturally competent care prevent many from 
seeking the support they need.107 

Stable, permanent housing is a critical deter-
minant of health and well-being. When housing 
is secure, families experience fewer health cri-
ses, reduced reliance on emergency services, 
educational benefits, and improved economic 
stability.108 However, New York continues to face 

“New York must 
implement policies that 
expand access to health 
care, address the root 
causes of inequality, 

and ensure all residents, 
regardless of immigration 

status, have equitable 
access to informed care.”
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EXPAND ACCESS TO MENTAL  
HEALTH SERVICES
Increase the availability of bilingual mental health 
providers in the most spoken languages among 
immigrant communities and allocate funding to 
immigrant-focused CBOs to create culturally 
competent healing spaces.

PROVIDE HEALTH COVERAGE FOR ALL
Raise the poverty level eligibility to 250% under 
the Coverage for All waiver (1332) and ensure that 
all immigrants, regardless of their status, receive 
comprehensive health coverage.

INCREASE ACCESS TO CARE
Increase mobile clinics and coordinate health 
visits from local clinics to expand access in rural 
and farming areas and to serve homebound and 
disabled immigrant individuals.

HELP NEW YORKERS NAVIGATE THE  
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
Launch targeted statewide campaigns to help 
individuals navigate the enrollment and re-enroll-
ment process, improving rates, utilization, and 
overall knowledge.

PRIORITIZE REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE 
AND EDUCATION 
Protect and prioritize community-accessible 
and affordable comprehensive reproductive and 
sexual health services, including family planning, 
contraception, prenatal and postnatal care, sex-
ually transmitted infection prevention and treat-
ment, and health education. Ensure continued 
coverage for all reproductive and sexual health 
needs and secure the expansion of culturally 
and linguistically competent services, such as 
midwifery and doula care, to provide equitable, 
individualized support.

Policy Priorities
ENSURE HOUSING  
ACCESSIBILITY & QUALITY
Increase the housing voucher budget allocation 
to $250 million, specifically targeting mixed-sta-
tus families, to ensure that housing assistance 
adequately accounts for family size.

INCREASE TENANT PROTECTIONS
Enhance landlord accountability through stronger 
legislation and effective implementation measures, 
including education, monitoring, and penalties, 
while specifically addressing the challenges posed 
by unregulated basement apartments.

STRENGTHEN CLIMATE RESILIENCE 
THROUGH INCLUSIVE STRATEGIES
Foster climate adaptability and resilience by 
prioritizing and centering frontline communities 
across the state. This includes investing in af-
fordable, climate-resilient housing; creating lin-
guistically accessible emergency plans; offering 
immigrant-inclusive climate education, disaster 
relief, and recovery; and improving health care 
access to address climate-related health impacts.
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Conclusion
Immigration remains the beating heart of New York and the 
United States.113 New York is uniquely positioned to lead in building 
dynamic, inclusive 21st-century communities—a role it has played 
and benefited from, since the era of Ellis Island to the recent 
economic revitalization of cities like Utica and Buffalo.114 If our 
state chooses to honor its rich history as a welcoming community 
and a global hub for commerce, innovation, and culture, New York 
will continue to thrive—in every way. But we cannot realize this 
future without immigration—and communities that effectively 
embrace and integrate newcomers, helping them acquire language 
skills, leverage their talents, and navigate support systems.115 
Embracing this opportunity fosters innovation and strengthens the 
fabric of our diverse communities, inspiring humane, sustainable, 
and effective immigration policies that uplift everyone.

Conclusion

30 EMPIRE  STATE  R IS ING



This Blueprint reflects the expertise, thinking, and insight of NYIC staff, partners, member organiza-
tions, board members, and community leaders from across the state. It would not have been possible 
without them. The NYIC extends our heartfelt gratitude to our members and partners listed below, 
as well as to the numerous others who contributed anonymously, for generously sharing invaluable 
insights for our Blueprint project:

We would also like to extend 
special thanks to the NYIC’s 
board of directors for their 
essential role in guiding all of 
the NYIC’s work:
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Support the NYIC in advancing equal rights, quality 
education, stable housing, and health care for all New 
Yorkers. Your donations and volunteer efforts are vital 
to our work, helping to create a united future where 
everyone can thrive. Every contribution—whether time 
or funds—brings us closer to this vision. 

Visit our website to donate or get involved today!

Call to Action

Get 
Involved
Volunteer

Support 
our Cause
Donate

Become  
a Member
Apply Today

32 EMPIRE  STATE  R IS ING   –   Acknowledgements

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/nyic?refcode=website_getinvolved_donate_redirection
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/nyic?refcode=website_getinvolved_donate_redirection
https://www.nyic.org/membership/


REFERENCES
1	 New York Immigration Coalition, “Our Successes,” Accessed November 

14, 2024, https://www.nyic.org/about-us/our-successes/.

2	 New York City Comptroller, “Myth-Busting Amid Rising Anti-Immigrant 
Rhetoric: Comptroller Lander Unveils Fact Sheet on How Immigrants 
Benefit New York City,” January 4, 2024, https://comptroller.nyc.gov/
newsroom/mythbusting-amid-rising-anti-immigrant-rhetoric-comptroller-
lander-unveils-fact-sheet-on-how-immigrants-benefit-new-york-city/.

3	 Immigration Research Initiative, “IRI EPI One-Pager: New York,” 
Immigration Research Initiative, Accessed November 14, 2024, https://
immresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/IRI-EPI_One-Pager_NY.pdf. 

4	 American Immigration Council, “Immigrants in New York,” Accessed 
November 14, 2024, https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/
locations/new-york/#.

5	 Ibid.

6	 Passel, Jeffrey S., Pew Research Center, “What We Know About 
Unauthorized Immigrants Living in the U.S.,” July 22, 2024, https://
www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/22/what-we-know-about-
unauthorized-immigrants-living-in-the-us/#:~:text=California%20
(%2D120%2C000)%20is%20the,whose%20unauthorized%20
immigrant%20population%20decreased.&text=The%20six%20
states%20with%20the,Illinois%20(400%2C000).

7	 American Immigration Council, “Immigrants in New York,” Accessed 
November 14, 2024, https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/
locations/new-york/#.

8	 NYC Mayor’s Office for Economic Opportunity, “An Economic Profile of 
Immigrants in New York City,” February 2020, https://www.nyc.gov/site/
opportunity/reports/immigrant-economic-profile.page.

9	 Donaldson, Sahalie, “Following an Asylum Seeker’s Odyssey,” City & 
State New York, October 10, 2024, https://www.cityandstateny.com/
policy/2024/10/following-asylum-seeker-odyssey/382850/.

10	 Lander, Brad, “Testimony on Asylum Seeker Contracts Before the 
City Council Committees on Oversight and Contracts,” New York 
City Comptroller’s Office, September 22, 2023, https://hanyc.org/
nyc-comptroller-comptroller-lander-delivers-testimony-on-asylum-seeker-
contracts-before-the-city-council-committees-on-oversight-and-contracts/.

11	 Venugopal, Arun, “Tired of Paying for NYC Shelters to House Migrants? 
Advocates Say Their Plan Would Save $3 Billion,” Gothamist, August 23, 
2023, https://gothamist.com/news/tired-of-paying-for-nyc-shelters-to-
house-migrants-advocates-say-their-plan-would-save-3-billion.

12	 New York City Comptroller’s Office, “Asylum Seeker Staffing Contract 
Comparison and Review,” February 2024, https://comptroller.nyc.gov/
wp-content/uploads/documents/Asylum-Seeker-Staffing-Contract-
Comparison-and-Review.pdf.

INTRODUCTION
13	 New York Immigration Coalition, “Welcoming New York,” Accessed 

November 1, 2024. https://www.nyic.org/our-work/campaigns/
welcoming-new-york/.

14	 Ibid.

15	 New York State Climate Impacts Assessment, Chapter 1: Introduction, 
January 31, 2024, https://nysclimateimpacts.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/01/Assessment-ch1-intro-01-31-24.pdf.

16	 New York State Climate Impacts Assessment, Chapter 8: Society and 
Economy, January 2024, https://nysclimateimpacts.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/01/Assessment-ch8-society-economy-01-31-24.pdf.

17	 Julia Neusner, “Enduring Change: A Data Review of Firsthand Accounts 
of Climate Mobility Impacts,” Refugee Rights, September 2024, https://
refugeerights.org/news-resources/enduring-change-a-data-review-of-
firsthand-accounts-of-climate-mobility-impacts.

18	 Migration Policy Institute, “Climate Migration 101: An Explainer,” 
Migration Policy Institute, November 16, 2023, https://
www.migrationpolicy.org/article/climate-migration-101-
explainer#:~:text=Human%20mobility%20linked%20to%20
environmental,United%20States%2C%20and%20other%20destinations.

19	 “New York’s Storm Impacted Immigrants and Low-Income Residents 
the Most,” Documented NY, October 23, 2023, https://documentedny.
com/2023/10/23/new-york-storm-impact-weather/.

20	 Costa, David, “Labor Day 2019: Employers Increase Their Profits and 
Put Downward Pressure on Wages and Labor Standards by Exploiting 
Migrant Workers,” Economic Policy Institute, August 27, 2019, https://
www.epi.org/publication/labor-day-2019-immigration-policy/.

21	 Princeton University, “Racial Disparities and Climate Change,” Accessed 
November 14, 2024, https://psci.princeton.edu/tips/2020/8/15/racial-
disparities-and-climate-change.

22	 New York State Climate Impacts Assessment, “Hurricane Ida: 
Flooded Basements Reveal Hidden Inequities,” New York 
State Climate Impacts Assessment, August 15, 2020, https://
nysclimateimpacts.org/explore-the-assessment/case-studies/flooded-
basement-inequities/#:~:text=Most%20of%20those%20who%20
died,messaging%20pose%20a%20significant%20challenge.

23	 Michael Brice-Saddler, “He fled Congo’s war and froze on a Buffalo 
street,” The Washington Post, December 28, 2022, https://www.
washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/12/28/buffalo-blizzard-death-toll-
refugees/.

24	 New York University, “Lessons Learned from the Buffalo Blizzard: 
Recommendations for Strengthening Preparedness and Recovery 
Efforts,” New York University, June 2023, https://wagner.nyu.edu/files/
faculty/publications/NYU%20Buffalo%20Blizzard%20Report%20-%20
June2023_0.pdf.

WELCOMING NEWCOMERS

CLIMATE JUSTICE

In our advocacy efforts, some of our policy priorities include 
specific dollar amounts to ensure that essential programs receive 
adequate funding, which reflects the real costs associated with 
implementing these initiatives. These concrete figures help 
clarify the financial commitment required for tangible progress. 
However, other policy priorities focus on policy changes or 
structural reforms that may not have a direct monetary value 
attached. While these policy priorities may not specify dollar 
amounts, they are equally crucial in creating a supportive 
environment for immigrant communities.

As you read this report, please take note of the differences 
between policy priorities with specific dollar amounts and those 
without, keeping in mind that these figures may evolve over time 
to reflect changing needs and circumstances.
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